TO SNE шаша Че 


FROM: 


SUBJECT: 


COUNTY OF LU» ANVELEY 
SHAMIFF’S DEPARTMENT 9 
pate: May 11, 2001 


OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE FILE: 


RICHARD L. CASTRO, COMMANDER TO: WARREN R. ASMUS, CAPTAIN 
PERSONNEL AND TRAINING DIVISION NORWALK STATION 


EXECUTIVE FORCE REVIEW COMMITTEE FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
HIT SHOOTING, AUGUST 29, 2000, IAB REVIEW #2018833 


The purpose of this memo is to notify you of the review committee's findings and 


recommendations concerning the hit shooting incident which occurred on August 29, 
2000. 


The Committee met on May 10, 2001 and consisted of myself, Commander David 
Betkey (Commander of the Department) and Commander Neal Tyler (Field Operations 


Region 1). The Committee deter ined that the use of force by Deputies Raymond 
Cardenas Ш Alan Healy Ann. Neal AEN. Gregory Clark 
as within Department policy. Please advise the deputies of this finding. 


Additionally, the Committee recommends that the Unit Commander commend Deputy 


Steven Boyer ‘or his restraint and decision not to fire into a potentially 
dangerous backdrop. 
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE 
BUREAU OF FRAUD AND CORRUPTION PROSECUTIONS 
JUSTICE SYSTEM INTEGRITY DIVISION 


STEVE COOLEY * District Attorney DAVID Н. GUTHMAN * Director 


CURT LIVESAY • Chief Deputy District Attorney 
PETER BOZANICH • Assistant District Attorney 


March 29, 2001 


Captain Frank Merriman 

Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department 
Homicide Bureau 

5747 Rickenbacker Road 

Los Angeles, California 90040 


Dear Captain Merriman: 


Re J.S.LD. File # 100-8749/00-0518 
L.A.S.D. File # 000-14435-0454-055 


The Justice System Integrity Division of the Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office has 
completed its review of the August 29, 2000 fatal shooting of Trinidad Norman Rodriguez (DOB 
12/15/53) by Los Angeles County Sheriff's Deputies Raymond Саг‹'гпаѕ, Alan Healey, Gregory 
Clark, and Jefferson Neal. For the reasons set forth below, this office declines to initiate criminal 
charges against these deputies. 


The following analysis is based upon a thorough examination of the 147-page package of reports 
submitted to this office on December 20, 2000 by Sergeant Gib Anderson of the Sheriff's 
Homicide Bureau. Three hundred-nineteen photographs were also submitted and reviewed. 
Additionally, District Attorney personnel, including this writer, responded to this deputy involved 
shooting pursuant to the District Attorney Response Team Protocol. 


DART personnel responded to Imperial Highway at Avenida Manuel Salinas, City of Norwalk, 
the scene of the incident, and were briefed by Lieutenant Raymond Peavy, Sheriff's Department 
Homicide Bureau. DART members participated in numerous interviews of civilian witnesses on 
the date of the incident and in subsequent interviews conducted in the days following the incident. 
Additionally, District Attorney Senior Investigato as present at Rodriguez's 
autopsy conducted at the Los Angeles County Department of Coroner on September 1, 2000. 


FACTUAL ANALYSIS 


At approximately 4:30 p.m. on Tuesday, August 29, 2000 Dimitra Jones was driving west on 
Imperial Highway from Bloomfield Avenue. Jones is employed by the Los Angeles County 
Records and Identification Bureau and had just left her work site located on Imperial Highway. 
In front of Jones was a white pick-up truck driven by Trinidad Norman Rodriguez. The pick-up 
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was traveling westbound on Imperial Highway in the right-hand curb lane at about 30 mph. Jones 
was directly behind him. When Rodriguez’s truck approached the intersection of Avenida Manuel 
Salinas the truck began to slow. Jones changed lanes to go around the driver’s side of 
Rodriguez’s now stopped truck. She observed Rodriguez to abruptly open his driver’s door, 
hesitate for a moment, and get out. Jones then saw Rodriguez reach into his waistband with his 
right hand and remove a large chrome semi-automatic handgun. Rodriguez pulled his hand up to 
his chest with the gun pointed toward the ground. 


Jones drove to a Chevron gas station on Imperial Highway and called her supervisor, Los Angeles 
County Sheriff's Deputy Michelle Emer.:ger, to report her observations. In turn, Deputy 
Emeneger notified the Norwalk Sheriff's Station. A “man with a gun" radio call was broadcast 
and several Sheriff s deputies began searching for Rodriguez in the area of Norwalk Boulevard 
and Imperial Highway. An Aero Bureau helicopter with a pilot and an observer was also above 
the scene assisting in the search. 


Rodriguez, meanwhile, had walked into the strip mall adjacent to his stopped truck and entered at 
least five businesses attempting to sell two cellular telephones that he carried with him. Two 
—] reported that Rodriguez stated he was upset because he had broken up with his 


Rodriguez was not described as disruptive and left each business after being declined 
by the storekeepers. 


Sheriff's deputies first observed Rodriguez sitting against the east wall of the donut shop just east 
of his abandoned truck. However, Rodriguez was wearing dark clothing and did not match the 
clothing description that had originally been broadcast. Therefore, he was not considered to be 
their suspect. The Aero Unit then advised deputies that they observed a white pick-up truck that 
matched the description of the radio call at the intersection of Imperial Highway and Avenida 


Manuel Salinas. The truck was unoccupied and was stopped in the right hand turn lane that 
affords entrance to the strip mall. 


As deputies continued their search, the Aero Unit broadcast that a male subject (Rodriguez) was 
approaching the abandoned truck. The handling deputy, Deputy John Steele, was west of the 


truck and observed Rodriguez walking to the truck. Deputy Steele ordered assisting deputies to 
detain the subject. 


Rodriguez entered the truck and sat in the driver's seat. Deputies Healey and Cardenas were 
partnered in a radio car. They pulled up behind the truck and stopped about 30 feet back. 

Deputy Clark simultaneously pulled his radio car in behind the truck and was beside Healey and 
Cardenas on their north side. Deputy Neal was in the parking lot of the strip mall just north of the 
truck and he positioned his patrol car behind the truck and to the northeast. Each deputy got out 
of their vehicles and trained their weapons towards the occupant of the truck. The deputies 
commanded Rodriguez in both English and Spanish to raise his hands. The orders were broadcast 
over the public address systems of the patrol cars and were shouted. Rodriguez did not comply 
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with the deputies’ orders. 


The Aero Unit observed Rodriguez reach between his legs to retrieve some sort of object. This 
observation was broadcast to the deputies below. Traffic was now backing up behind the police 
activity. Directly behind the patrol cars was a bus and numerous passenger vehicles as well as 
pedestrians 


Rodriguez then bent forward and to his right, sat back up in the driver’s seat, and raised a 9mm 
semi-automatic chrome colored handgun in his right hand. The gun was clearly visible through 
the truck’s rear window and was also observed by several civilian witnesses, some who were as 
close as 20 feet from Rodriguez and trapped in traffic 


Deputies immediately ordered Rodriguez to drop the weapon. Rodriguez held the gun in his right 
hand with his right index finger on the trigger and the barrel pointed upwards. Ignoring the 
deputies’ commands, Rodriguez lowered the barrel towards the deputies and the many civilians 
beyond them. As Rodriguez watched the deputies in his rear view mirror, he pointed the gun over 
his right shoulder behind him. Fearing they were about to be shot, Deputies Cardenas, Healey, 
Clark, and Neal fired their weapons. Rodriguez was struck in the head, neck, and upper back and 
was fatally wounded by the gunfire. 


On August 30, 2000, Sheriff's investigators contacted Trinidad Rodriguez’ s апа to 
s them of the death of Rodriguez and the surrounding circumstances. The 
time. 


stated that Rodriguez had stored his gun in a disassembled state in her home for some 
n the morning of the shooting incident Rodriguez was observed by hi: 
ытты: the weapon. Rodriguez told his} hat he was putting the gun 
together so he could kill himself. The did not take him seriously and told him he wasn't 
brave enough to do that. She related that he had a long history of alcohol and drug abuse and she 
believed that Dm n under the influence of drugs at the time. 


Toxicology tests conducted by the Department of Coroner indicated the presence of cocaine in 
Rodriguez's blood. Additionally, Rodriguez’s blood alcohol level was .08%. 


CONCLUSION 


California law permits the use of deadly force in self-defense or in the defense of another if it 
reasonably appears to the person claiming the right of self-defense or the defense of another that 
he actually and reasonably believed that he was in imminent danger of great bodily injury or death. 
People v. Williams (1977) 75 Cal. App. 3d 731. 


In protecting himself or another, a person may use all force which he believes reasonably 
necessary ar d which would appear to a reasonable person, in the same or similar circumstances, 
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to be necessary to prevent the injury which appears to be imminent. CALJIC 5.30. 5.32. 


When Trinidad Rodriguez ignored the deputies’ commands to show his hands and instead 
retrieved a large firearm and began pointing it in the direction of the deputy sheriff's, he left no 
reasonable alternative for those deputies but to defend themselves in the only manner available to 
them at that moment. The numerous civilian witnesses to this incident leave no doubt to the 
factual circumstances of this unfortunate incident. Furthermore, the civilians’ close proximity to 
this highly volatile situation demonstrated the extreme disregard for the safety of others exhibited 
by Mr. Rodriguez’s life threatening conduct. 


Having concluded that Deputies Cardenas, Healey, Clark, and Neal acted lawfully, we are closing 
our file and will take no further action in this matter. 


Very truly yours, 


STEVE COOLEY 
District Attorney 


е 


THOMAS R. KRAG 
Deputy District Attorney 
213/974-3888 


сс: Deputy Raymond Cardenas, Serial No 
Deputy Alan Healey, Serial No. 
Deputy Gregory Clark, Serial No| 
Deputy Jefferson Neal, Serial No. 
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Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department 
fficer Involved Shooting 


Report Date: Bureau/Station/Facility: - 
8/29/00 Norwalk Station A eet 


Incident Information 


DAN 000-14435-0454-055 Dee 08-29-00 me 1432 hrs. | 
City or Station Norwalk Nature of Incident: 417 -Man with a Gun 
Location: W/B Imperial Highway East of Avenida 
Manuel Salinas 
Location Type. Lighting (circle only опе). Incident Type (circle one or more): Initiated by (circle only one): 
(circle one or more): Darkness Accidental Arrest Warrant 
Backar | 
Beach Other Fleeing Suspect Observation 
Business Street Lights Foot Pursuit One Person Unit 
Freeway Gun Take Away Other 
Industrial ‘Search Warrant 
м 
Park Weather circle only one) protesi Two Person Unit 
Parking Lot - Startle 
Residence ‘Struggle Involved Prior Activity (circle only one) — 
Rural Rain Traffic Stop Detective 
School Unarmed Person Inmate Transport | 
«тер {Unintentional Other | 
Отог Distance. Vehicle Pursuit Routine Petro» 
approx. 30 feet Warrant Service 
otai 4 of Shots Fired by Deputy | Total # of Shots Fired by Suspect x = 
Ole —— — Lm Aero Unit? Canine Unit? 
20 -0- m 


Employee Witnesses 
ShiftTime (circle only one): | ShiftType (circle only one) 


Employee # Last Name. 
EEE Steele ем @М) Doy Overtime Off Duty 


Empl Tast Name [ShiftTime (circle only one): Туре (circle only ono) 
Ш Воуег . |EM Ф Day Overtime Off Duty 


Last Name [ShiftTime (circle only оле}: | ShiftType (circle only one) 


Kodera PM (баў Regula Overtime Off Duty 


Last Name 


| Last Name 


ШШ 


Supervisors 
" First Name (circle one or more): 
Employee Last Name <n Duy > Witness to shooting 
Newman Bonnie ; Present during shooting Involved in shooting 


Employee # Last Name First Name (circle one or more): и 
Оп Ошу Witness to shooting 


Present during shooting Involved in shooting | 


Watch Sergeant 
Employee # Last Name First Name 


Watch Commander 


Employee # Last Name First Name 


Chenal Edward М. 


sud 2018833 
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Rollout Information 
Date Submitted 
3/15/01 


Arrival Date 


8/29/00 


Date of Recommendation 


Page 


Officer Involved Shooting „ URN:  000-144350454-055 — 


2 o 7. 


First 
Seno NewBennett 


First Ly 
Namé&lier 


First 
NamKaryn 
Shooting / Force Information 


Method Type of Injury Body Part Injured 
( меп (OV) Other Weapon: Vehicle 

(BC) — Baton:(Control) (OB) Other Weapon: Blunt Object Pd peres) bn peril 

(BI) ^ Baton:(Impact) (00) Other Weapon: Other a ES AR A 

(BF) Bodily Fluids (PK) Personal Weapon: Feel/Leg: (Kick) ова Апу: гато 

(CN) Canine (PS) Personal Weapon: Feet/Leg: (Sweep) (СР) plint of Pain (к) Back 

(CR) Carotid Restraint (PH) Personal Weapon (Hand/Arm) Со) Concussion 87); - эюм 

(CH) Choke Hold (PP) Personal Weapon (Push) OH) Death (cH) Chest 

(CT) Control Holds:(Controt Techniques) (РО) Personal Weapon (Other) (0) Dislocation (EL) — Elbow 

(TT) — Control Holds:(Team Takedown) (RS) Resistance (08) Dog Bite (FA) Face 

(TD) — Control Holds:(Takedown) (CN) Restraint Device (Capture Net) (FR) Fractures (FE) Feet 

(CE) ^ Chemical (RH) Restraint Device (Handcuffs) (GS) Gunshot Fl) Fingers 

(OC) Chemical Agents (OC Spray) (HB) Restraint Device:Hobble (Legs Only) (HB) Human Bite (GE) Genitals 

(TG) Chemical Agents (Tear Gas) (ТР) Restraint Device:Hobble (TARP) (LC) Lacerations (GR) Groin 

(EX) — Explosives (RE) Restraint Device: REACT Belt (ND) Меме Damage (HD) Напа 

(FH) Firearm (Handgun) (SP) Sap (OD) Organ Damage (HE) ^ Head 

(FR) Firearm (Rifle) (SH) Shield (PA) Paralysis (н) Нір 

(FS) Firearm (Shotgun) (SG) 37mm Stinger (PW) Puncture Wound (N) — Internal 

(FO) Firearm (Other) (SB) Sting Ball (50) Soft Tissue Damage (KN) Knees 

(re) -Tag (ST) Stun Bag (ST) Sprain/Twists (E) Le 

(FL). Канан (TR) Taser (UN) Unconscious NO Ne 

(OE) Other Weapon: Edged (UC) Uncooperative Сеа 
Brand (RM) Refused Med Treatment | (WR) Wrist 

(AK) — AKT (V) — Iver Johnson (R) RGI 

(BN) Benelli (JE) Jennings (RO) Rossi (NN) МОМЕ 

(BR) Beretta (LO) Lorcin (SW) Smith & Wesson 

(BW) Browning (LU) Luger (SR) Sturm Ruger 

(CH) Charter Arms (MA) Marin (ST) Stering Caliber 

(CO) Cot (MO) Mossberg (TA) Taurus 

(DA) Davis Industries (NC) NCI ака SKS (WE) Weatherby (9) 9mm (24) 243caliber (41) .410 guage 
(GL) Glock (NA) North American (WN) Winchester (10^ 49 mm. (25) .25caliber (44) 44 caliber 
(HA) Harington & Richardson (NO) Norinco (US) US Government (12) 12 guage (30) .308 caliber (45) 45 caliber 
(M) Hi Standard (RA) Raven (YY) Handmade (Inmate) (20) 20 guage (35) .357 caliber (50) 50mm 
(HK) H&K (RM) Remington (XX) Homemade (Non-inmate) |21) 22-250 (38) 30-80 caliber (SL) Slug 

(Т) Ииһїса (RG) RG (ZZ) Other Brand (22) .22 caliber (38) .38 caliber (WW) Other caliber 


FORCE APPLIED (one code per block) 


(23) 223caliber (40) .40 caliber 


Used By | Used Against | Method | Brand | Caliber | Authorized | Authorized. | Type of injury | Body Part 
(E# or S#)| (E#orS#) | (Code) | (Code) | (Code) ү (YIN) o (Code) (Code) 
Si Е#1-#4 ЕН NN 
ER sn FH | BR 9 Y Y DH HE 
Е SH FH BR 9 Y Y DH HE 
EHS Si FH BR 9 | v Y DH HE 
Eft St | FH BR 9 Y | Y DH HE 
| | 
L 
а 
EI 
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Officer Involved Shooting 
e Involved Employee Information Ф 


Involved Employee 


URN: 000-14435-0454-055 


Page 


4 | Employee # Last Name First Name MI 
— idi Cardenas Raymond _ R. | 
Sex: Race: Rank Unit Assignment: Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, etc.) 7 7 
M H DSG NWK 48 
[ShittTime (circie only one). — | ShiftType (circle only one} я Substance Used: 
eu Cay (Regi) Omne Duy | MoxicationDrug Usage? [ ] 
F T 
Hospital Admission? Hospital Nama Coroner Case? urne Case | interviewes? [7] 
Hrs of sleep prior to shooting:| Di [Clothing (circle only one): Other Factors: ES TE 
unknown Plain Ciothesno Vest Raid Jacket w/ Vest 
[Age Height Weight Plain Gothes w/ Vest Uniform no Vest 
| ш 509 175 | Raid Jacket no Vest | 
Range Qualification Date: PPC Qualification Date: Laser Training Date [ees ] 
Certified with Weapon Used’ Patrol Certification’ рина: Prior Shootings? Number of пог SERTE s cos 


Field Training Officer Emp Ko d Name| 


Field Training Officer Emp Last Name 


aa Жш 


Last Name 


Healy 


First Матеј 


First Name| 


First Name 


Alan 


Rank 


Sex Race 
M W. DSG 


Unit Assignment 


NWK 


ShifTime (circle only one) | ShiftType (circle only one): 


[Work Assignment (Unit #. Module, etc.) 
48 


Substance Used: 


тм ED De ей, ‘Ofte Intoxication/Drug Usage? 
F3 Co sey 
Hospital Admission? [ ] | Hospital Name. Coroner Case? [ ] топег Case 
Hrs of sleep prior to shooting:| Dut [Clothing (circle only one): Other Factors: 
unknown Plain Ciothes no Vest Raid Jacket wi Vest 
Age: Hei Plain Clothes w/ Vest Uniform no Vest 


Raid Jacket no Vest 


Range Qualification Date: 


PPC Qualification Date: 


Laser Training Date: 


Certified with Weapon Used’ 


Patrol E B 


[Certification Unit 


Prior Shootings? Number of Prior Shootings 


Field Training Officer Emp Гг _ E —1 


First Name 


Field Training Officer Emp 


First Матеј 


First Name. 
Jefferson 


Rank 


Sex Race 
M W. DSG 


Unit Assignment 


NWK 


[Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, etc.) 
4571 


ShiffType (circle only one 
egua) Overtime Ott Duy 


ShiftTime (circle only one) 


EM (PM) Day 


Intoxication/Drug Usage? 


Substance Used 


7 
Hospital Admission? [ ] | Hospital Name: 


Coroner Case? Г] 


Coroner Case # = 
interviewed? [7] 


s of sleep prior to shooting 
unknown 


лде 


Dut [Clothing (circte only one 
Plain Clothes no Vest — Raid Jacket w! Vest 


Plain Соћеѕ w/ Vest 
Raid Jacket no Vest 


Uniform no Vest 


Other Factors: | 


Range Qualification Date: 


PPC Qualification Date: 


Laser Training Date: 


Certified with Weapon Used 


[Certification Unit 


Number of Prior Shootings| 


Prior Shootings? 


Field Training Officer Emp 


First Name 


First Name 
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Employee 


Last Name 


Officer Involved Shooting 
ө Involved Employee Informatio: 


Involved Employee 


.e 


URN; 000-14435-O454-055 
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First Name 


mem Clark Gregory wj 
Sex: Rank Unit Assignment: [Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, etc.): 
M w. DSG NWK 43K2 
ShiüTime (circle only оле}. — | ShiftType (circle only опе). ‘Substance Used: 
a bal vitas on bw, IntoxicationDrug Usage? [ ] 
f = 
| Hospital Admission? Hospital Name: Coroner Case? Coroner cese Interviewed? [7] 
Hrs of sleep prior to shooting:| D: [Clothing (circle only one): Other Factors: i 
Plain Clothes no Vest. Raid Jacket wi Vest | 
Age: Height: Weight Plain Clothes wi Vest — Uniform no Vest | 
509 Raid Jacket no Vest Uniform wi Ves» 


Range Qualification Date 


| Certified with Weapon Used 


PPC Qualification Date] 


Laser Training Date: 


[Certification Unit: 


f Pi 
КОКТЕ ЛЕЛЕ Number of Prior Shootings 


Field Training Officer Emp [ — Name 


Field Training Officer Emp] 


Employee # 


First Name 


[Sex Race: Rank Unit Assignment: Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, etc.) 
ShifiTime (circle only one). — | ShiftType (circle only one): Substance Used Е 

ЕМ РМ Оау Reguiar Overtime Off Duty Intoxication/Drug Usage? 

Ў 

Hospital Admission? Hospital Name: Coroner Case? Cone Cama Interviewed? 
irs of sleep prior to shooting; Duty Time (hrs) [Clothing (circle only one): Other Factors: 

dS Plan Clothes no Vest Raid Jacket w/ Vest 
Age Height Weight: Plain Clothes w Vest Uniform no Vest 


Raid Jacketno Vest Uniform wi Vest 


Range Qualification Date 


[PPC Qualification Date: 


Laser Training Date 


Certified with Weapon Used? 
[Field Training Officer Emp # 


Patroi Certification? [ ] 


[Certification Unit: 


Р! 
Prior Shootings? Number of Prior Shootings: 


Last Name 


First Name MI 


Field Training Officer Emp # 


| рашаанаар арор 


Last Name 


First Name 


Е Етрїоуее # Last Мате First Мате MI. 
Sex: Race: Rank Unit Assignment: Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, etc.) 
|ShiftTime (circle only one): ShiffType (circle only one): : m Substance Used: 
EM PM Day Regular Overtime Off Duty Intoxication/Drug Usage 
- Cos 7 = 
Hospital Admission? [_] | Hospital Name: Coroner Case? коне Interviewed?  ] 
Hrs of sleep prior to shooting: Duty Time (hrs): (Clothing (circle only one): Other Factors: : 
Plain Clothes no Vest Ва Jacket w! Vest 
‘Age: Height Weight: Plain Clothes wi Vest — Uniform no Vest 
Raid Jacket no Vest — Unformwi Vest | 


[Range Qualification Date: 


PPC Qualification Date: 


| Laser Training Date: 


[Certification Unit 


Certified with Weapon Used? Patrol Certification? Prior Shootings? [_] | Number af Pres Shootings | 
Field Training Officer Emp # Таз! Name First Name МТ | 
Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name First Name MI 
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ө Officer Involved Shooting, URN; 000-14435-0454.055 — 
Suspect Information мес =й и 
spect Information 
Last Name Р 
81 Rodriguez FirstName Trinidad MIEN, 
АКА Last Name First Name 
Rodriguez Norman 
Sex yy Race H treet Add City 
"пиа ш и 
Age DOB Height eight [m Cis | 
Booking # Primary Charge Secondary Charge: 
МА 245 (D)2 PC 
Coroner Case? [XX] Goraner cese 00-061 83 Intoxication/Drug Usage? Substance hol / Cocaine 
Armed? DX Apprehended? DX] Mental lliness? Criminal m | 
Vehicle Make моде: Year 
Chevrolet Pick-up 1982 
[6 |Last Name First Name MI 
АКА Last Name First Name MI 
| 
Sex Race Street Address: City tate & Zip Code: 
Work Phone: Home Phone: Social Security #: Driver's License # 
Age D.O.8. Height Weight: FBI# Е ЄТ] T 
Booking # Primary Charge Secondary Charge: 
Coroner Case? Coroner Cote Intoxication/Drug Usage? Substance Used 
‘Armed? Apprehended? Mental lines? Criminal History? [|] 
Vehicle Make — m Model: Year: 
00 WUNENNSENTUIDUIDINDSUIUISS RSE SS S| 
s | bast Name First Namo MI 
АКА Last Name First Name [m 
Sex Race. Street Address: City late & Zip Code: 
Work Phone: Home Phone: Social Security s Driver's License #: 
Age DOB Height Weight: FBI# Cis © Е 
Booking # Primary Charge: Secondary Charge: | 
Coroner Case? ‘Coroner: Case # Inlorication/Drug Usage? Substance Used 
Armed? Apprehended? Mental Шпевс? Criminal History? [. 
Vehicle Маке Model: Е Year 


s Last Name First Name. Mi. 
AKA Last Name First Name МІ 
Sex Race ‘Street Address: City fats & Zip Codes) 
Work Phone: Home Phone: Social Security #: Driver's License #: 
Age: D.O.B. Height: Weight FBI# cus | 
Booking # Primary Charge: ‘Secondary Charge: 
Coroner Case? Coroner Cass Y IntovicetionDrug Usage? Substance Used: 
i— 
Armed? Apprehended? Mental lliness? Criminal History? 
Vehicle Make Model Year 
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Los А е!е$ County Sheriff's Dewartment 
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First Name| 


an Code Home Ph 


Мате 


Zip Code Work Ph 


First E | 


Street Address, 


Zip Code Work Ph 


Last Name| 


First Name 


[Steer ‘Address 


à Code 


| ['Sieet Address 


| Street Address, 


à а Work Ph x С 


Street Address, 


[Last Матеј 
| 


First Name 


| Street Address 


Zip Code 


| 


| 
[Siret Adóres 


Б ~ 1 


- ME "uH 


Sireat Address = і š Home Ph 


SUPPLEMENTAL EMPLOYEE WITNESSES 
Los AWBeles County Sheriff's ре &гітепі 
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[Employee Witnesses 


Last Name FirstName | |... Mi 
Brown William 5. 


Street Address Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 
562/ 421-2701 


Sgt. - LASD Aero Bureau Pilot Ei 


Last Name “ - "xx 
Jones Dimitra 
treet Address 


Records & 1.0. Bureau # 


Last Name 


Street Address 


Last Мате — Im First Name 


treet Address Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 


Last Name E | mm First Name МТ 


| Street Address Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 
Last Name | E | ~ First Name Mi 
| Street Address Zip Code Work Ph Rome Ph 


Last Name First Name 


| Street Address Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 


Lost Name FirstName 1. 


Sireet Address Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 


Last Name 


treat Address 


es 


Test Name 


treat Address 


Last Name 


treat Address 


Last Name 


treat Address 


Street Address Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 


INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 


Deputy Involved Hit Shooting 
Suspect Deceased 
Norwalk Station 
SH 2018833 
URN # 000-14435-0454-055 


On Tuesday, August 29, 2000, Sergeants Bennett Seno and Elier Morejon of the 
Internal Affairs Bureau responded to Imperial Highway and Avenida Manuel Salinas 
in the city of Norwalk regarding a deputy involved shooting / suspect deceased. 
Internal Affairs Bureau Lieutenant Karyn Mannis as well as Deputy Elsa Avila from 
the Risk Management Bureau also responded. 


INVOLVED PERSONNEL FROM NORWALK STATION 


Healey, Alan, Deputy Z (firea 2 rounds) 
Hire date: April 12, 1995 
Date assigned to Norwalk: May 1, 2000 


Date training completed o | 


Clark, Gregory, Deputy AEN circa 2 rounds) 
Hire date: April 28, 1989 


Date assigned to Norwalk: January 24, 1999 
Date training completed: ay 
Neal, Jefferson, Deputy + ш... 3 rounds) 


Hire date: May 1, 1990 
Date assigned to Norwalk: October 12, 1999 
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Cardenas, Raymond, Deputy К [б 12 rounds)* 
Hire date: September 10, 1990 i 
Date assigned to Norwalk: May 26,1996 $y” 
Date training completed: 


*See IAB Note regarding the number of rounds shot by Deputy 
Cardenas on page 7 of this summary. 
Total rounds fired by deputy personnel : 19* 
SUSPECT 


Rodriguez, Trinidad N., MH/46 (Deceased 
Criminal history charges and convictions include: 


WITNESSES 


LASD Witnesses 

Steele, John M., Deputy Sheriff (NWK) 
Boyer, Steven, Deputy Sheriff (NWK) 
Kodera, Keith, Deputy Sheriff (Aero) 
Brown, William S., Sergeant (Aero) 
Valencia, Julie, Deputy (CRDF) 

Jones, Dimitra, Civilian Employee (RIB) 


Civilian Witnesses 
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Deputies Cardenas, Healey, Clark and Neal, who 
were dressed in full uniform and riding in black and 
white radio cars, were dispatched to Imperial 
Highway and Norwalk Boulevard, city of Norwalk, 
regarding “a man with a gun” call. The call described 
that a male white had parked his truck in the street 
and was seen exiting it with a handgun in his 
waistband. (Refer to Exhibit ‘ B’ - sketch for location 
layout) 


INVOLVED EMPLOYEES’ STATEMENTS 


Deputy Healey told Homicide investigators that he was assigned to NWK unit 48, pm 
shift, with his partner Deputy Cardenas when they heard a “man with a gun” call in 
the area of Imperial Highway and Norwalk Boulevard. He said that when they turned 
westbound onto Imperial Highway from Volunteer Avenue, he saw Deputy Clark 
stopped in his radio car on the street. Deputy Healey said that Deputy Cardenas, who 
was driving their marked radio car, pulled up to and stopped next to Deputy Clark. He 
said Deputy Clark told them that two white pick-up trucks had been located in the area 
of the call. The first was located near a Firestone Tire store at Norwalk Boulevard and 
Imperial Highway, and the second one was occupied and parked on Imperial Hwy. in 
aright turn lane, west of where they had stopped. It was ultimately discovered that the 
second vehicle was in fact the suspect vehicle. 


Deputy Healey said that he advised the handling deputy, Deputy Steele, that they were 
with Deputy Clark. He said they were advised to conduct a traffic stop on the truck 
that they had under surveillance. Deputy Healey said that they pulled up 
approximately 30 feet behind the occupied suspect vehicle and they exited their radio 
car. (Exhibit “C-1" - “C-3" - photos) 
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Deputy Healey said that he was standing behind the open passenger radio car door and 
was situated almost directly behind the center of the suspect vehicle while Deputy 
Clark was slightly behind him and to his right. He stated that he began shouting orders 
in English for the suspect to raise his hands. He said that he heard Deputy Cardenas 
shout the same order in Spanish and also heard Deputy Neal give the same commands 
over the public address system in the radio car. Deputy Healey emphasized that the 
commands were not given simultaneously so as not to confuse the suspect or drown 
out other deputy personnel as they shouted out commands for the suspect to raise his 
hands. Deputy Healey said that the suspect failed to comply with the commands but 
he believed that the suspect heard the commands because at one point, he saw the 
suspect turn his head to the left and appear to look into the drivers side view mirror. 
Deputy Healey said that he then saw the suspect lean forward and toward the 
passenger side of the pick-up truck. 


Deputy Healey said that the commands for the suspect to raise and show his hands 
continued when he saw the suspect raise his right hand which was holding a chrome, 
semi-automatic pistol pointed upwards. Deputy Healey said that he yelled something 
like “gun” as he saw the pistol and then heard other voices yell something similar. 


Deputy Healey continued by saying that he saw the suspect move the barrel of the 
pistol in a continuous but “mechanical and methodical” way from pointing upward to 
pointing south in the direction of eastbound vehicular traffic and then east or toward 
him, other deputy personnel as well as innocent civilian by-standers. Deputy Healey 
said that when he saw the suspect point the barrel of the pistol in his direction, he 
believed that the suspect was going to fire the weapon at him and other deputy 
personnel; therefore, he fired two rounds at the suspect from his duty weapon. Deputy 
Healey added that he was aware that other deputy personnel had fired their weapons 
but did not know if the suspect had fired the weapon he saw in his hands. Deputy 
Healey said that he saw the suspect lower the pistol and then slump over and out of 
view. Deputy Healey stated that he did not hear the suspect say anything during this 
incident. 


Deputy Healey said that Deputy Cardenas suggested that the involved deputies reload 
their weapons so that they would have a fully loaded weapon in case the suspect sat 
up and fired at them. Deputy Healey said that there was no movement in the truck for 
a while and he then saw a group of deputies approach the truck to check on the status 
of the suspect. He continued by saying that he saw Deputy Steele open the passenger 
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door of the suspect vehicle, reach in and remove the weapon which he had seen in the 
suspect’s hand. Deputy Healey said that he then saw Deputy Clark standing near the 
rear bumper of the suspect vehicle while Deputy Schoonover, who had arrived on 
scene after the shooting, open the driver’s side door and appear to handcuff the 
suspect. Deputy Healey estimated the time between them stopping behind the suspect 
vehicle and when the suspect raised and pointed the weapon at deputy personnel was 
approximately thirty to forty-five seconds. 


Almost immediately after the shooting, Deputy Healey said that he heard radio 
transmissions advising of the deputy involved shooting as well as the request for 
paramedics to respond to the location. Deputy Healey said that he remained at the 
scene until he was transported to Norwalk Station pending his interview with 
Homicide investigators. 


An examination of Deputy Healey’s duty weapon found it to contain one live round 
in the chamber and fifteen live rounds in the magazine for a total of sixteen live rounds 
in the weapon. Deputy Healey told Homicide investigators that he reloaded his 
weapon in the field during the shooting and subsequently placed the magazine that was 
in his weapon after he shot, into his magazine pouch. When Homicide investigators 
checked the magazine pouch, they found one magazine to contain fifteen live rounds 
and the other to contain thirteen live rounds. Deputy Healey added that he carries his 
duty weapon with one live round in the chamber and a fully loaded magazine (15 
rounds) for a total of sixteen rounds. Therefore, Deputy Healey firedtwo rounds 
during this shooting. 


eR 


Deputy Cardenas was assigned to NWK unit 48, pm shift, and stated substantially the 
same to Homicide Investigators as Deputy Healey and added that when he stopped the 
radio car that he was driving next to Deputy Clark, he saw the suspect standing outside 
of the suspect vehicle. He said that he the saw the suspect enter the driver’s side of the 
suspect vehicle and noticed that the suspect’s movements were slow and deliberate as 
if he were under the influence ofa drug or narcotic. Deputy Cardenas said that he saw 
assisting unit, Deputy Boyer, in the parking lot north of suspect vehicle. 


When Deputy Steele requested that assisting units contact the suspect, Deputy 
Cardenas said that he drove their marked radio car and stopped it offset and 
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approximately twenty to thirty feet behind the suspect vehicle. He said that he exited 
the radio car and took concealment behind the open driver’s side door while Deputies 
Healey and Clark took concealment behind the open passenger side door. 


Deputy Cardenas said that he shouted commands in Spanish for the suspect to raise 
his hands. Specifically, he said he shouted, “Manos arriba,” at least three to four 
times. Deputy Cardenas said that the suspect appeared to acknowledge the presence 
of deputy personnel because the suspect turned his head to the left and looked at the 
exterior driver’s side mirror where Deputy Cardenas saw the suspect appear to look 
in his direction. Deputy Cardenas characterized the suspect’s facial expression in the 
side view mirror as a “thousand yard stare.” Deputy Cardenas said that he also heard 
other deputies issuing commands in English for the suspect to show his hands. Deputy 
Cardenas added that most of the commands were shouted by deputy personnel but he 
recalled one deputy utilizing the public address system іп a radio car to give 
commands. Deputy Cardenas said that the suspect failed to comply with commands 
to raise his hands and believed that the suspect was ignoring them as opposed to not 
hearing or understanding what was being said. 


Deputy Cardenas saw the suspect move his body to the right and then saw the suspect 
hold up a chrome, semi-automatic pistol in his right hand. Deputy Cardenas said that 
the suspect appeared to be looking in a westerly direction. Initially, in a slow and 
methodical motion, the suspect pointed the barrel of the weapon up toward the roof 
of the truck’s cab and he then saw the suspect “cock his wrist backwards” and point 
the barrel of the pistol at deputy personnel stopped behind him. 


Deputy Cardenas said that he felt that the suspect was going to shoot at him and other 
deputy personnel so he fired approximately seven to nine rounds from his duty 
weapon. Deputy Cardenas said that he heard other rounds fired at that time but could 
not tell ifit was coming from the suspect or other deputy personnel. Deputy Cardenas 
said that he saw the suspect slump to the right and fall out of his view. He said he 
shouted to deputy personnel to re-load their duty weapons. After re-loading his 
weapon with a full magazine, he said that he dropped the magazine that was in his 
weapon during the shooting onto the driver’s seat of the radio car. 


Deputy Cardenas said that after assessing the situation and seeing that there no was 
movement coming from the suspect vehicle, a tactical plan to approach the suspect 
vehicle was made amongst deputy personnel on scene. Deputy Cardenas said that he 
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was tasked with providing cover for three or four deputies who approached the truck 
on the passenger side. Deputy Cardenas said that when the deputies got up to the 
truck, he saw Deputy Steele open the passenger side door, reach in and pull out the 
handgun that the suspect had pointed at them. Deputy Cardenas continued by saying 
that he walked up to the driver’s side and saw Deputy Schoonover handcuff the 
suspect. Deputy Cardenas said he saw blood on the back of the suspect’s head and 
advised Deputy Schoonover to remain there with the suspect. 


Deputy Cardenas said that walked back to his radio car and waited there until he was 
transported to Norwalk Station for interviews. 


An examination of Deputy Cardenas’ duty weapon found it to contain one live round 
in the chamber and fifteen live rounds in the magazine for a total of sixteen live rounds 
in the weapon. Deputy Cardenas told Homicide investigators that he re-loaded his 
weapon after the initial shooting and dropped that magazine on the seat of the radio 
car as previously stated. Crime Lab personnel retrieved a magazine from the drivers 
seat of the vehicle that Deputy Cardenas was driving and discovered that it contained 
two live rounds. Deputy Cardenas said that he carried his duty weapon with one live 
round in the chamber and a fully loaded magazine ( 15 rounds) for a total of sixteen 
rounds. Therefore, Deputy Cardenas fired twelve rounds during this shooting. 


IAB Note: According to the Crime Lab report included in 
Homicide’s Book (Exhibit “A” page 124), of the nineteen 
expended casings that were recovered at the scene, twelve 
casings were attributed to Deputy Cardenas’ weapon and not 
thirteen that would have been shot if the weapon was loaded in 
the fashion that Deputy Cardenas had stated. 


жжжжж 


Deputy Clark was working as NWK unit 43K2, days, and stated substantially the 
same to Homicide Investigators as Deputy Healey and added that when he arrived at 
Volunteer Avenue and Imperial Highway, he said that he saw the suspect walking 
eastbound from the front of the truck on the driver’s side and then enter the suspect 
vehicle. He said that he was radioing his observations to assisting units when Deputies 
Cardenas and Healey stopped next to him. When handling Deputy Steele advised 
them to make contact with the suspect, he said that he stopped his marked radio car 
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in the right turn bay behind the suspect vehicle ( Exhibit “C-3" - photo) as Deputy 
Cardenas stopped the radio car he was driving to his left. 


Deputy Clark said that he stood next to Deputy Healey at the open radio car passenger 
door and heard Deputy Cardenas shout, * Manos arriba,” several times. Deputy Clark 
noticed that the suspect did not respond to what Deputy Cardenas was saying, so he 
shouted in English to the suspect to put his hands up. Again, the suspect did not 
respond to or comply with these commands. Deputy Clark added that he did not hear 
the suspect make any comments during the entire contact. 


Deputy Clark said that it was approximately two to three seconds after he gave the last 
command for the suspect to raise his hands when the suspect finally complied. He said 
that he saw the suspect, through the back window, raise his right hand, in what he 
described as a slow and deliberate motion; he said the suspect was holding a gun. 
Deputy Clark said because the suspect was pointing the pistol at deputy personnel, he 
thought that the suspect was going to shoot at him and other deputy personnel, so he 
fired two rounds at the suspect from his duty weapon. Deputy Clark said that he heard 
other gunfire but could not tell if it was coming from the suspect or from deputy 
personnel. Deputy Clark said that he saw the suspect fall to the right and disappear 
from view. Deputy Clark estimated the time between stopping behind the suspect 
vehicle and the suspect pointing the pistol at deputy personnel was approximately 
twenty to thirty seconds. ` 


Deputy Clark said that he heard Deputy Cardenas suggest that deputy personnel ге- 
load their weapons. He said he decided to maintain cover of the vehicle while the other 
deputies re-loaded their weapons. He said that he did not see any movement after the 
suspect fell out of his view. i 


Deputy Clark said that additional units eventually responded to their location and he 
and several other deputies approached the passenger side of the suspect vehicle. He 
said that once they got to the truck, he saw Deputy Steele open the passenger side door 
and grab the weapon out of the suspect’s right hand. Deputy Clark said that he then 
saw Deputy Schoonover handcuff the suspect. 


An examination of Deputy Clark’s duty weapon found it to contain one live round in 
the chamber and thirteen live rounds in the magazine for a total of fourteen live rounds 
in the weapon. Deputy Clark told Homicide investigators that he carried his duty 
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weapon with one live round in the chamber and a fully loaded magazine (15 rounds) 
for a total of sixteen rounds with two magazine loaded with fifteen rounds each. 
Therefore, Deputy Clark fired two rounds during this shooting. 


жжжжж 


Deputy Neal was working NWK unit 45T1, pm shift, at the time of this incident. He 
told Homicide Investigators substantially the same as Deputy Healey and added that 
he was inside the station when heard the 417 call. He said that he initially responded 
to the Firestone Tire store at Norwalk Boulevard and Imperial Highway and when 
deputy personnel were unable to locate a suspect in the area, he drove eastbound in the 
parking lot north of Imperial Highway toward Avenida Manuel Salinas. He said that 
he heard a radio transmission of a unit stating that they were watching a possible 
suspect walking toward a vehicle at the location. Deputy Neal continued to drive 
eastbound in the parking lot and saw the suspect vehicle parked at the location and the 
suspect seated inside of it. 


He said that he heard Deputy Steele advise units at the location to contact the suspect. 
Deputy Neal said that he saw Deputy Boyer park his marked radio car north and 
slightly east of the suspect vehicle (Exhibit “D-1" and “D-2" - photos) so he parked 
his marked radio car north and east of the suspect vehicle. He said that from where 
he was parked, he could only see the top of the suspect’s head down to his shoulder 
area as the suspect was seated inside the truck. Deputy Neal said that he heard other 
deputy personnel shouting, in English and in Spanish, for the suspect to show his 
hands. Deputy Neal said that the suspect did not comply with the orders, so he used 
the public address system in his radio car to order the suspect, in English, to raise his 
hands. 


Deputy Neal said that he saw the suspect alternate his attention from the side view 
mirror to the rear view mirror and he said that it was his belief that the suspect was not 
aware that he and Deputy Boyer were maintaining a vigilance just north of him. 
Deputy Neal utilized what he had observed as an opportunity to move to a position 
that allowed him a better view of the suspect but afforded him some cover and/or 
concealment; he said that he stood behind a trée that was in front of where he had 
parked his radio car. 
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Deputy Neal said that he noticed the suspect moving about inside the cab of the truck 
and then saw the suspect raise his right hand and hold a chrome finished handgun. 
Deputy Neal said that he shouted to the suspect to drop the gun, almost simultaneously 
as he heard other deputy personnel say the same thing. He said that the suspect 
continued to face forward and did not turn and face deputy personnel when Deputy 
Neal saw the suspect point the barrel of the handgun upward. Deputy Neal said he then 
saw the suspect “waving” the gun around in a slow motion movement before pointing 
it in an easterly direction toward Deputies Cardenas, Healey and Clark. 


Deputy Neal believed that the suspect would shoot and hit or kill the deputies or 
innocent by-standers even though the suspect was not looking in the direction that he 
was pointing the weapon. Due to this belief, he felt that there was an immediate threat 
to their life and safety so he fired three or four rounds from his duty weapon at the 
suspect. Deputy Neal said that he heard other shots being fired but could not tell if it 
was from the suspect or other deputy personnel. Deputy Neal continued by saying that 
after he stopped firing his weapon, he saw the suspect fall out of view inside the truck. 
Deputy Neal stated that he did not hear the suspect make any statements or respond 
in any way to any of the commands before the shooting occurred. He estimated that 
approximately forty to sixty seconds elapsed from the time that he saw the suspect 
until the deputy involved shooting occurred. In particular, he estimated that it was 
approximately three to five seconds from the time that he saw the suspect raise the 
weapon until shots were fired. 


At this point, Deputy Neal heard other deputy personnel yelling commands for the 
suspect to show himself and exit the truck, but the suspect did not respond to the 
commands. Deputy Neal said that he started to approach the truck but realized that 
doing so would open up other deputies who were positioned farther away than him to 
attack if they approached the truck; so he went back by the tree to cover their 
approach. Deputy Neal said that he saw several deputies approach the truck and then 
saw Deputy Steele recover the chrome handgun from the suspect, walk to his 
[Steele’s] radio car where he saw Deputy Steele secure it in the trunk of the radio car. 
Deputy Neal said that he saw an unidentified deputy handcuff the suspect. Deputy 
Neal said that he remained at the scene until he was transported back to the station to 
be interviewed. 


An examination of Deputy Neal’s duty weapon found it to contain one live round in 
the chamber and fifteen live rounds in the magazine for a total of sixteen live rounds 
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in the weapon. Deputy Neal had two magazine pouches on his Sam Browne belt at 
the time of this shooting in which each pouch carried two magazines for a total of five 
magazines, including the magazine inside the duty weapon. An examination by 
Homicide investigators revealed that three of the magazines were fully loaded (fifteen 
each) while one magazine contained twelve live rounds. Deputy Neal told Homicide 
investigators that he carried his duty weapon with one live round in the chamber and 
a fully loaded magazine (15 rounds) for a total of sixteen rounds. Therefore, Deputy 
Neal fired three rounds during this shooting. 


WITNESSES STATEMENTS 


Deputy Steele told Homicide investigators that he was working as NWK unit 43K1, 
p.m. shift and had the handle on the 417 call. He said that other deputies advised him 
that they had an possible suspect vehicle that was unoccupied and appeared to be 
disabled at Avenida Manuel Salinas and Imperial Highway (location), so he told them 
to maintain a surveillance of it. He said he drove to the location and when he arrived, 
he entered the parking lot north of the location and saw a male, who later turned out 
to be the suspect, sitting on the concrete on the east side of a donut store. Exhibit “Е? 


- photo) He said that he did not pay particu 
not match the description that was included 


He said that soon after he entered the parkin 


ar attention to this person because he did 
in the call. 


g lot, he heard the aero unit advise that a 


possible suspect was in the Firestone Tire s 


ore, west of where he was located, so he 


drove over there. He said a unit advised him that they were watching a male approach 
the apparently disabled truck and asked him if he wanted them to detain the person. 
He said that from where he was positioned, west of the location, he could see the male 
walking toward the truck and noticed that this person was dressed in dark clothing 
which was contrary to the call describing suspect to be wearing blue jeans and a white 
t-shirt. He said that he maintained his surveillance of the tire store and advised the 
units at the location to detain that person. 


Deputy Steele said that he heard the aero unit, which was now concerning themselves 
with the truck at the location, broadcast that they saw the suspect, who was now sitting 
inthe truck, reaching between his legs. Soon after that, he said that he heard gunfire 
and what he believed was a round pass by him, so he dove behind a brick wall near 
him until he heard no more gunfire. He said that he then heard a voice, as if being 
amplified by a public address system; however, he could not tell what was being said. 
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Deputy Steele said that he drove to the location after the shooting stopped, and 
watched the suspect vehicle. He said after deputies received no response from the 
suspect to their commands to give-up, several deputies, including himself, approached 
the suspect vehicle. He said that he opened the passenger side door and saw the 
suspect and sole occupant, slumped over on the passenger side of the cab and gripping 
a stainless pistol in his right hand. Deputy Steele said that he removed the pistol from 
the suspect’s grasp and then walked back to his radio car and placed it in the trunk. 


oook 


Deputy Boyer told Homicide investigators that he was working NWK unit 45T3, p.m. 
shift, and in the station parking lot when he heard the 417 call being broadcast. He 
said that even though he was not given the assist on the call, he decided to respond to 
Norwalk Boulevard and Imperial Highway since he was in close proximity of the call. 
He said that as he drove westbound on Imperial Highway, he saw the suspect vehicle 
and as he entered the parking lot north of the suspect vehicle, he saw a male Hispanic, 
later identified as the suspect, sitting on the ground next to the donut shop. He too did 
not pay particular attention to him because that person did not match the description 
of the suspect that was given in the call. 


Deputy Boyer said that he parked his marked radio car in the northernmost portion of 
the lot where he could observe the truck as other units checked the area. Deputy Boyer 
said that when he heard Deputy Clark state that he was east of the suspect vehicle, he 
advised him to hold his position so that he could approach the suspect vehicle from 
behind, if necessary. 


He said that as he sat there, he saw the suspect walk to the suspect vehicle and then sit 
down in the driver’s seat. He said that he saw Deputy Clark and Deputies Cardenas 
and Healey stop their marked radio cars behind the suspect vehicle. Deputy Boyer 
said that he drove his vehicle and parked it north and just east of the cab of the pick-up 
truck and then noticed that Deputy Neal had stopped his radio car several feet east of 
where he had stopped his car. (Exhibit “D-2" - photo) 


Deputy Boyer said that he heard Deputy Cardenas shout in Spanish for the suspect to 
raise his hands. He said that he then heard an unidentified deputy shout the same 
orders in English. Deputy Boyer said that he moved from his radio car to a tree 
between his radio car and the suspect vehicle (Exhibit “F” - photo). He said that as 
he stood behind the tree and looked around it, he could clearly see into the truck and 
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the suspect who was sitting in the driver’s seat. He said that he saw the suspect 
leaning to the left and that it appeared to him that the suspect was looking into the 
driver’s side view mirror at deputy personnel who were stopped directly behind him. 
Deputy Boyer said that other deputy personnel were continuing to order the suspect 
to raise his hands; however, he did not see the suspect make any effort to comply with 
them. 


Deputy Boyer said that he saw the suspect move his right arm and make a reaching 
movement toward his lap while shaking his head from side to side. He said that the 
suspect started to move his right arm and hand upward from his lap area. Deputy 
Boyer said that he saw the suspect holding a stainless steel pistol with his finger on the 
trigger. Deputy Boyer estimated that it was approximately fifteen seconds from the 
time that the suspect entered the truck until the suspect held up the handgun. Deputy 
Boyer said that as the suspect moved the weapon in a continuous motion, he shouted 
out his observations to fellow deputies. 


Deputy Boyer said that his backdrop, if he were to shoot, was vehicles traveling in the 
east and westbound lanes of Imperial Highway. He said, because he could not shoot 
at the suspect, he decided to crouch down so that he would be out of view of the 
suspect. He said that as he crouched down, he heard gunshots but he did not know 
who was firing the shots. He said that he elected to quickly move back to his radio car 
for cover. He stated that he broadcasted the *998" as well as requested paramedics to 
respond. Deputy Boyer estimated that it took approximately thirty seconds for the 
entire incident to unfold from the time that the suspect entered the truck until the 
deputy involved shooting. 


Deputy Boyer said that the suspect appeared to be motionless as he was slumped over 
to the right and he advised other deputies of his observations. He said that he saw 
deputies approach the suspect vehicle, a deputy open the passenger side door of the 
suspect vehicle and then an unidentified deputy remove the weapon from the suspect's 
right hand. 


Deputy Boyer said that since he was not involved in the shooting itself, he attempted 
to locate witnesses in the area. 


жжжжж 
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Deputy Kodera was sitting as the observer in Aero Bureau’s Air-7 and told 
Homicide investigators that he and the pilot, Sergeant William Brown, responded to 
Norwalk Boulevard and Imperial Highway regarding the 417 call. Prior to their 
arrival, he said that they were advised that there was a truck stalled in lanes of traffic 
on Imperial Highway with the suspect described as a male white, wearing a white t- 
shirt and blue jeans, and that the suspect may have walked to the Firestone Tire store. 
When they arrived on-scene, Deputy Kodera said that they began orbiting over the tire 
store and he used the “gyro-stabilized” binoculars to look for the described suspect. 
He said that he advised the ground units that he saw a male inside the tire store but the 
clothing that the person was wearing did not match what was described in the call. He 
continued by saying that he checked the truck on Imperial Highway and found it to be 
unoccupied so he turned his attention back to the area of the tire store. 


Deputy Kodera said that as they orbited, he saw the suspect walk out from a donut 
shop at the location, walk to the truck, open the driver’s side door, and then sit down 
in the driver’s seat. Deputy Kodera said that he continued to use the binoculars and 
saw that the driver’s side window was open and the suspect appeared to be reaching 
toward the ignition area. He said at this point, he saw the ground units pull behind the 
suspect vehicle and then saw deputies get out and stand behind the open doors of the 
marked radio cars. 


Deputy Kodera stated that as they orbited from south to north, he saw the suspect 
reach with this right hand toward his crotch area and he advised the ground units of 
his observations. Deputy Kodera said that he saw one deputy in uniform take up a 
position of cover behind a tree that was north of the suspect vehicle and another 
deputy, east of the deputy behind the tree, taking cover behind the door of a radio car. 
Deputy Kodera said that he saw expended shell casings flying in the air from the 
weapon of the deputy who was standing behind his radio car door. 


Deputy Kodera estimated the time between the suspect reaching between his legs until 
he saw the rounds being ejected from the deputy’s weapon was about seven seconds. 
Deputy Kodera said that he looked into the cab of the truck and noticed that the 
suspect was clutching a silver semi-automatic pistol with black grips in his right hand. 


ЖЖЖЖ 
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Sergeant Brown stated substantially the same to Homicide investigators as Deputy 
Kodera and added that in addition to him and Deputy Kodera in the aircraft, Deputy 
Julie Valencia of CRDF was riding along with them. Sergeant Brown said that as he 
was flying the helicopter, he heard Deputy Kodera broadcasting his observations via 
the Sheriff's radio. Sergeant Brown said that he initially flew the helicopter into the 
location at an altitude of approximately 800 feet and then dropped down to 500-600 
feet during the area search and finally 300 feet when the suspect was seen entering the 
truck. 


Sergeant Brown said that he did not see the shooting or any other aspects of the 
incident because he was concerned with flying the helicopter. 


ase ke 


Deputy Valencia told Homicide investigators substantially the same as Deputy Kodera 
and added that she was riding with Sergeant Brown and Deputy Kodera in Air 7. She 
said that she heard the heard the 417 call over the headset that she was wearing and 
when they arrived over the location, she saw, without the aid of binoculars, the 
unoccupied suspect vehicle parked at the location. Deputy Valencia said that she 
heard Deputy Kodera advising ground units, via the radio frequency, of the suspect’s 
movement toward the suspect vehicle. She said that she saw marked ground units 
driving toward the suspect vehicle and stop their cars in a “felony stop” configuration 
behind the suspect vehicle. Deputy Valencia said that she saw uniformed deputies 
standing behind the open doors of the radio cars and pointing their weapons in the 
direction of the suspect vehicle. 


Deputy Valencia was unable to see the actions of the suspect while the suspect sat 
inside the suspect vehicle; however, she heard Deputy Kodera broadcast that the 
suspect was reaching for something between his legs. She stated that she did not see 
the suspect holding a weapon but she did hear deputy personnel advising on the radio 
that the suspect was displaying a semi-automatic handgun. 


Deputy Valencia stated that she also saw deputy personnel clear the suspect vehicle 
and civilian motorists exit their cars and walk to the sidewalk area. 


жжжжж 
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LASD Employee Dimitra Jones told Homicide investigators that she was driving 
westbound on Imperial Highway behind the suspect vehicle at the location and 
noticed, from the suspect’s body movements, that he appeared to be agitated. She said 
that the suspect began to slow his vehicle so she decided to drive around it to the left. 
She said that as she began to pass the truck, the suspect suddenly swung open the 
driver’s door and stepped out of the truck. Ms. Jones said that she identified the 
suspect to be a white male approximately forty-five years old with salt and pepper hair 
wearing blue jeans and a light colored shirt. 


Ms. Jones continued by saying that as she continued to drive past the suspect, she saw 
the suspect make a leaning movement, reach into his waistband and pull out a chrome 
semi-automatic handgun up toward his chest. She further described that it looked 
similar to the weapons that deputy personnel carry, but larger. Ms. Jones said that she 
realized what she had just seen so drove to a gas station on Imperial Highway to call 
her supervisor, Deputy Michelle Emeneger. Ms. Jones said that she gave the 
description of the suspect and suspect vehicle to Deputy Emeneger. Ms. Jones said that 
she also told Deputy Emeneger that the suspect appeared to her to be upset that his 
truck had stalled and assumed that the suspect would go to the Firestone Tire store 
which is west of the location. Ms. Jones said that Deputy Emeneger told her that she 
would call Norwalk Station with the information Ms. Jones had given to her. Ms. 
Jones said that she left the area and did not see or hear any part of the deputy involved 
shooting. 


жжжжжж 


Witnesses in the Norwalk Transit bus 


Witnes as the driver of the Norwalk Transit bus that was stopped just east 
of the deputy involved shooting scene. She said that she had stopped and exited the 
bus to pick up a physically handicapped passenger. Ms ФО by saying 
that when she returned to the driver’s seat, she saw marked radio cars driving into the 
parking lot north of the location and also saw the suspect vehicle stopped in the lane 
in front of her. She said that she then saw the suspect walk eastbound toward the 
suspect vehicle, enter the suspect vehicle and sit down in the driver’s seat. 


Ms її that she was going to drive around the suspect vehicle but two 
marked radio cars had pulled in behind the suspect vehicle and she did not have 
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enough room to maneuver around them (Exhibit “G”). Ms EM that the 
next thing she saw was the suspect raising his arm and holding a gun in his right hand 
with the barrel point upward. vs e the danger of the situation and 
turned back toward the passengers in her bus to tell them to get down on the floor as 
she ducked down for cover also. She said that it was at this point that she heard 
several gunshots and, because she was laying on the floorboard, she did not see who 
had shot. She said that she and her passengers waited on the bus until deputy 
personnel escorted them off the bus and to Norwalk Station to be interviewed. 


жжжжжж 


Witness) who is physically handicapped, hearing impaired and wears glasses, 
told Homicide investigators that she was assisted aboard the bus by оо M 


She said that as she was being strapped into the handicapped seat area next to the bus 
driver's seat, she saw two marked radio cars stop in front of the bus. She said that she 
then saw the suspect, who was seated in the suspect vehicle, ^waving" a gun which he 
held in his right hand. She said that she saw three or four deputies pointing their guns 
and standing behind the open doors ofradio cars. She said when the suspect waved the 
handgun, she saw them shoot at the truck. She told investigators that she was unable 
to hear if any commands were given by deputy personnel or the number of shots fired 
by deputies because of a problem with her hearing aid; however, she said that she did 
feel the vibrations as she saw the deputies fire their weapons. 


жжжжжж 


Witness od Homicide investigators that she was seated behind the bus 
driver’s seat and saw the unoccupied suspect vehicle stopped in front of the bus. She 
said that she saw marked patrol cars pull up and stop behind the suspect vehicle and 
in the parking lot north of the suspect vehicle. She saw deputy personnel standing 
behind the open doors of the radio cars with their weapons drawn, heard shooting and 
then heard the bus driver yell to “get down.” She said that she did not hear any 
commands or conversation emanating from outside the bus before the shooting 
occurred. She said that as she popped her head up while the shooting was going on, 
she saw two deputies firing their weapons at the truck. She said that she heard about 
ten to fifteen shots with the entire incident taking about four minutes. 


жжжжжж 
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Witness tated substantially the same as Witnes end added that 


he was seated in the front row seat on the passenger side of the bus. He said that he 
saw several deputies in uniform on the north side of Imperial Highway standing 
behind trees with their guns drawn with their attention on the suspect vehicle. Mr. 

ат that he saw the suspect, who was sitting in the cab of the truck, raise 
his right hand and holding a gun in it. He went on to say that the suspect leaned back 
and pointed the muzzle of the gun backwards toward the deputies and the bus in which 
he was seated. 


Mr. ic that he heard several gunshots and saw the rear window of the 
truck shatter, but could not tell who was firing the weapons. He said that he then saw 
deputy personnel approach the truck and take the suspect out of it. Mr ш "U. 
that he heard a male voice say something prior to the shooting; however, he could not 
discern who or what was said. 


ea 


Witnes NM that he was sitting, asleep on a seat toward the back of the bus 
when he was awakened by the bus driver who yelled, “Everyone down, everyone 
down,” “They are shooting, They are shooting.” He said that he was startled, fell to 
the floor and heard loud popping sounds but he could not tell what the sounds were. 
He said that he did not see any part of the deputy involved shooting. (Exhibit “H” - 
photo) 


( End of statements of Witnesses who were on the bus ) 


жжжжжж 


Witness — (m Homicide investigators that he was stopped for the red light in 
he number two lane of westbound Imperial Highway along with his passenger, Mr. 
at the location. He further stated that his truck was west of the Norwalk 
Transit bus and south ofthe two marked radio cars stopped behind the suspect vehicle 
(Exhibit “I” - photo). He said that he saw three to four deputies dressed in uniform 
exit marked radio cars and heard them tell the suspect at least six times during about 
a three minute period “get out of the truck". He said that the voice commands 
sounded rather loud and he believed that deputy personnel were using their public 
address system. He added that he saw two or three more deputies walk up to the 
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location from behind the bus and possibly three deputies standing next to their radio 
cars in the parking the lot north of the suspect vehicle. 


Mr ш: that he could not see the suspect inside the suspect vehicle during the 
time the initial commands were given to exit the truck, but after about three minutes, 
Mr ш. that he saw the back of the suspect’s head come up into view. He said 
that deputies again ordered the suspect to exit the truck but did not see the suspect 
respond in any way. Mr M that he saw the suspect bend forward and then 
bring up his right hand and holding a gun, possibly a large revolver. 


Mr шш. that it was approximately ten seconds from the time that the suspect 
held up the gun to the time he saw deputies fire their weapons at the suspect. He said 
that he heard approximately fifteen shots fired, saw the bullets hitting the truck and 
then the suspect slump over to the passenger side of the truck, out of view. He saw 
deputies approach the truck after about four or five minutes after the shooting had 
stopped. 


жжжжжж 


Witness told Homicide investigators substantially the same as Witness 

nd added that deputies were yelling at the suspect, three or four times, to get 
out of the truck and to cooperate. He said that he believed that deputy personnel 
shouted their orders in Spanish and English but the suspect did not respond in any way 
to their commands. He said that he saw the suspect twist, lean over to the right and 
then hold a handgun in his right hand with the barrel pointed upward. Mr. 
described the handgun to be a black color automatic. He said that within ten to 
fifteen seconds he heard fifteen to twenty shots and then saw the suspect fall forward 
out of view. Mr ш. that he could not tell if the suspect fired at deputies at 
any time. 


жжжжжж 


ums E that she was in the number one lane of westbound Imperial 
Highway at the location attempting to change to the number two lane when she had 
to stop because two marked radio cars were parked in the lane. She said that she was 
approximately twenty feet from the radio cars and saw deputy personnel with their 
guns drawn standing by those radio cars and along the north side of Imperial Highway. 
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She said that they were pointing their weapons at the suspect vehicle. She said that the 
deputies maintained their vigilance on the truck for approximately four or five minutes 
and because her view was obstructed, she could not tell if the truck was occupied or 
not. She said after that period of time, she saw deputies fire their weapons 
approximately five or ten times at the truck. She added that she did not understand 
why the deputies shot at the truck. It was not until after the shooting and she saw 
paramedics remove the suspect from the truck that she realized that the suspect was 
inside the truck while deputies were shooting at it. 


жжжжжж 


Witnes i old Homicide investigators that he was in the front office at his place 
of employment at 12373 Imperial Highway, which is approximately fifty yards 
northeast of the location. He said that he was looking out of the south facing front 
window and saw two marked radio cars, with one deputy in each car, park north of the 
suspect vehicle. He said that the two deputies exited their respective radio cars, drew 
their weapons and appeared to walk toward the suspect vehicle. He said that he saw 
one deputy dressed in uniform approach the truck, stand straight up and then shoot at 
the suspect vehicle. From his vantage point, he could not tell if the suspect vehicle 
was occupied or where the other deputy was or if that deputy also shot at the suspect 
vehicle. He said when the shooting began, he sought cover and advised his co-worker 
to do the same. He said that he did not go to the location after the shooting. 


ae 2 2 2 


Witnes — D Homicide investigators that he was in his car in the number three 
lane of westbound Imperial Highway and stopped about three car lengths behind ` 
several marked radio cars (Exhibit “J” - photo). He said that he saw deputies 
standing outside of the radio cars and pointing their weapons in the direction of the 
suspect and suspect vehicle. He said that he only had a partial view of the truck and 
of the suspect but noted that the suspect sat perfectly still in the driver's seat. He said 
that he saw one of the deputies walk up to the truck, stop suddenly and almost fall 
back. M Wd that it was seconds after he saw this that he saw the deputy fire 
his weapon at the truck and heard about ten or fifteen rounds fired. He said he did not 
see any of the other deputies fire their weapons during this incident. м ш. 
that once the shooting stopped, he saw deputies approach the truck and eventually 
remove the suspect from the vehicle. 
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IAB Note: Sergeant Seno spoke with Homicide Sergeant Anderson 
regarding the observations that Witnesses saw a deputy(s) walked up to 
the suspect vehicle prior to the deputy involved shooting. There is no 
evidence to corroborate that deputies had in fact approached the suspect 
vehicle prior to the deputy involved shooting. There was no physical 
evidence, expended shell casing(s) in particular, in the area of the suspect 
vehicle. All of the expended shell casings were recovered from the area 
where the radio cars had parked behind the suspect vehicle and north of 
the suspect vehicle in the parking lot. 


м added that he saw one deputy remove a gun from the cab of the 
truck and then tuck it in his waistband. Mr ш... investigators that he did 
not hear any commands made by or conversations of the deputy personnel on- 
scene. 


жжжжжж 


u^ —85 Homicide investigators that he was in his vehicle and 
was following behind the Norwalk Transit bus. He said that he saw marked 
radio cars in the lane ahead of him and the bus begin to stop so he changed 
lanes. He said that he came to a stop between the number one and two lanes of 
westbound Imperial Highway because other cars in front of him had suddenly 
stopped. He continued by saying that as he stopped his car, he heard 
approximately ten gunshots and ducked down for cover, thus not affording him 
a view of what had occurred. 


жжжжжж 


Wines No Homicide investigators that he is an employee of the 
“Comic Cult” store which is in the shopping center north of the location. He 
said that the suspect walked into the business twice prior to the deputy involved 
shooting. Mr, aid that on both occasions, the suspect repeatedly asked 
questions three or four times after М had already 
answered the suspect's question. During the second and final visit to the store, 
the suspect asked the Witness several times for help and stated that he was in 
trouble. The Witness said that after telling the suspect several times that he 
could not help him, the suspect left the store. The Witness said that he next 


SH # 2018833 21 INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 


saw the suspect seated on the ground on the east side of the donut shop about 
fifty yards south of the comic store. He said that he watched the suspect stand 
up and walk eastbound toward the suspect vehicle. He said that he saw three or 
four marked radio cars pull up behind the suspect vehicle and one deputy then 
walk down the sidewalk toward the suspect vehicle with his weapon pointed at 
the truck. Mr шш: that he noted that the deputy was saying something 
but he could not hear what was being said. The Witness said that he then heard 
several gunshots, saw the deputy backing up and “puffs of smoke” coming from 
the back of the truck. MW that he did not know if the “puffs of 
smoke” were coming from inside or outside of the truck. He said that he saw 
additional units arrive and it was at this point that he and a customer took cover 
in the back of the store until the incident was over. 


ЖЖЖЖЖЖ 


Witness [m Homicide investigators that she was sitting in her car 
with the passenger window rolled down and was stopped for the red light in the 
number one westbound lane of Imperial Highway. She said that she saw two 
marked radio cars stopped behind the suspect vehicle and two other marked 
units parked in the parking lot north of the location. She said that she remained 
stopped at the location even though the signal light had turned because she 
thought “something was going on.” She saw the deputies exit the radio cars and 
stand behind the open doors with their guns drawn. Ms. aid that she 
heard several deputies telling the suspect, who was seated in the driver's seat, 
“put your hands up.” She clarified that twenty or thirty seconds lapsed 
between each time a deputy gave their commands in English. She said that the 
suspect did not respond in any way to these commands and after several 
minutes, she saw the suspect raise his right hand and holding a gun with his 
finger on the trigger and the muzzle pointed up in the air. She said it appeared 
at one point that the suspect was pointing the weapon in the direction of 
deputies standing east of the truck. She said that she saw the back window of 
the truck blow out and thought that the suspect might have fired the first shot; 
however, she was not certain who fired first. 


She said that there was an approximate two second delay after that first shot and 
then several shots, possibly seven total, fired by deputy personnel. She said 
that several minutes passed before deputy personnel approached the truck. She 
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was then directed by deputies to move to a certain area for safety. 


жжжжжж 


Witness c Homicide investigators that he was driving westbound on 
Imperial Highway and saw marked radio cars parked behind the suspect vehicle 
and uniformed deputies standing behind the open car doors. He said when he 
came to a stop behind another vehicle, he heard about fifteen gunshots and 
ducked down in his car. Mr шы. that after the shooting stopped, it was 
his intention to drive away but deputies told him to stay in his car. He said that 
he was then directed to an area behind the transit bus for his safety. 


ME. that he did not hear any commands prior to the shooting nor did 
he see the deputies fire their weapons. 


2 i a a a k 


Witnes toi Homicide investigators that he was westbound on Imperial 
Highway and stopped approximately eight cars east of the suspect vehicle. He 
said that he saw one marked radio car stopped behind the unoccupied truck. He 
further saw three deputies at this radio car pointing their guns at the truck. He 
saw one deputy, also with his gun pointed at the truck, in the parking lot north 
of the truck. 


Mr шы. that he could hear the deputies saying something to the suspect 
but he could not hear exactly what was being said. He said the deputies 
continued saying something to the suspect for approximately one minute but the 
suspect did not respond. The next thing м Е: was deputies shooting, 
so he ducked down in his car. He said that he heard more shooting in rapid 
succession but did not count the number of shots that were fired. NN 
then saw deputies approach the truck but did not see what happened after that. 


Lid illi 
Wines e Homicide investigators that he was driving in the number 


two lane of westbound Imperial Highway at the location when he saw marked 
radio cars stopped in front of him. He said that he continued to drive until he 
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was forced to stop for traffic in front of him. He said that he was approximately 
fifty to sixty feet east of the suspect vehicle at this point. He saw the suspect 
sitting inside the suspect vehicle and deputies were standing outside of the radio 
cars with their guns drawn. Mr — that it appeared that deputies were 
yelling something at the suspect as they pointed their guns at them but he could 
not clearly hear what was actually being said. He said that his windows were 
up and his radio was on as he was stopped there and at one point, he said, he 
opened up the driver’s side window just slightly. 


Mr и... the suspect raise his right arm and hand above his head while 
holding a “big automatic” pistol in that hand. He said that he thought that the 
suspect was going to shoot at the deputies and there was going to be a gun battle 
right in front of him. He said that the suspect held the pistol in his hand with a 
loose_hold on the grips and with a limp wrist with the barrel pointed downward. 
МУ that he saw the suspect move the weapon back and forth and then 
start to lower pistol, out of his view. He said as soon as the suspect lowered the 
pistol, the shooting began. He said that as he ducked underneath the dashboard 
of his car, he heard approximately fifteen to twenty gunshots but he did not 
know who was doing the shooting. He said that deputy personnel then directed 
him to stand near the transit bus. 


жжжжжж 


uc oc Homicide investigators that she was in the number three 
westbound lane of Imperial Highway with her three year old] who was 
sitting in the front passenger seat. She said that she intended on turning into the 
parking lot of the shopping center north of the location but the lane was blocked 
by stopped marked radio cars. She said that as she drove in the number two 
lane beside the radio cars, she saw the suspect seated in the truck and holding 
a gun in his right hand. Ms M that she feared that the suspect would 
shoot her and her she grabbed him and pushed her below the 
dashboard in her car. She said that she then heard approximately six shots in 
rapid succession, swerved her car into the number one lane and was forced to 
stop because there was another vehicle in front of her. Ms aid that she 
did not know who fired the shots or who fired the first shot. 


ERE 
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Ат. told Homicide investigators that he was driving 
westbound on Imperial Highway with his eight year old | RN his 

lin the car with him. He said that he stopped for traffic in front of 
him and noticed that there were marked radio cars ahead of him. He said that 
he could not hear what was being said outside the car because he had his car 
radio on and the passenger side window closed. He also said that there were 
other civilian vehicles stopped between him and the suspect vehicle so he could 
not tell if the truck was occupied or not. 


He said that he saw some uniformed deputy personnel standing behind open 
radio car doors and others behind trees north of the suspect vehicle. " 
said that when he heard ten to fifteen rapid gunshots, he pushed Е 
down for cover. He estimated ће time between him stopping his car until the 
shooting started was about thirty seconds. He said that deputy personnel waited 
approximately two or three minutes before approaching the suspect vehicle. 


TAB Note: Mr —8 ere interviewed by 


Homicide investigators but they could not provide any information 
relative to the deputy involved shooting. 


жжжжжж 


Witness Ч Homicide investigators that she was stopped next to the 
suspect vehicle when she saw marked radio cars stop behind the suspect 
vehicle. Ms X that from where she was stopped she had a clear 
view of the suspect but not the deputy personnel. She said that two deputies 
positioned themselves behind the truck but she could not see whether these 
deputies had their weapons drawn. She said that it sounded as if the deputies 
were yelling at the suspect to exit the truck, but she could not clearly hear what 
was being said because her windows were rolled up. 


м о... she saw that the driver’s side window of the suspect vehicle 
was open and noticed that the suspect appeared to be looking at the deputies 
through his rear view mirror. М» ЖЕ. that the suspect appeared to 
acknowledge that the deputies were saying something and she emphasized that 
the suspect was given enough time to comply with the deputies’ instructions, 
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but he did not do so. 


Ms ш: that she saw the suspect slowly reach behind his head and 
pulled his hand away from his body revealing a shiny silver handgun. She said 
that as the suspect held the gun up, he appeared to have a smile on his face and 
because of that smile, she said that she formed the opinion that the suspect was 
not going to surrender the weapon. It was at this point that she saw the suspect 
point the weapon back toward the back window. She said that she felt that the 
suspect was a threat to her, the deputies and other motorists. 


MS EN that a few moments later, she heard several gunshots but she 
could not tell who fired them. She said that she ran the red light to get out of 
this situation. (It should be noted that this Witness was interviewed at her home 
two days after the deputy involved shooting.) 


жжжжжж 


A canvassing for witnesses in the businesses and in the parking lot surrounding 
the location was done. The following is a list of the people who stated that they 
either had some type of contact with the suspect prior to the deputy involved 
shooting and/or they heard the shots but did not witness the shooting. 


Name Location What saw or heard 
Donut shop Heard shots only 
Donut shop Heard shots only 
Donut Shop Heard shots only 
Hair Salon Saw suspect 


walking around 
and heard shots 
Hair Salon Heard shots only 
Hair Salon Spoke with suspect 
and heard shots 
И “Subway” Saw suspect in the 
shop prior to the 


shooting 
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“Subway” Saw suspect in the 
shop prior to the 
shooting 

“Subway” Saw suspect in the 
shop prior to the 
shooting 

“Kung Pao Bowl” Saw suspect in the 
shop prior to the 
shooting and heard 
gunshots 


SUSPECT’S STATEMENTS 


According to deputy personnel and civilian witnesses, the suspect did not 
make any statements during the assault on the deputy personnel. 


INJURIES 


Suspect deceased. Pronounced dead at 1553 hours by Doctor Park 
at Saint Francis Medical Center. 


The following injuries were taken from the Department of CoronerAutopsy 
Report. The suspect was struck by six rounds fired by deputy personnel with 
two described as “penetrating”; two described as “perforating-type”; and, two 
described as “graze wounds.” ( Exhibit “A” pages 130-132; 136-137) 


Gunshot wound #1 -entered the back of the head, five inches below the 
top of the head and did not exit the head. 


Gunshot wound #2 - entered the back of the head, seven and one- 
quarter inches below the top of the head and did 
not exit. 


Gunshot wound #3 - entered the neck area, nine inches below the top 
of the head and exited the right side of the neck. 


SH # 2018833 27 INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 


Gunshot wound #4 - entered the back of the left shoulder area and 
exited the front of the left shoulder area. 


Gunshot wounds #5 & #6 - grazing wounds to the top right side of the 
scalp. 


The Coroner’s toxicology report indicates a .08 grams % reading for alcohol; 
.28 micrograms per milliliter of cocaine (bezoylecgonine), .03 micrograms per 
milliliter of cocaine (cocaethelene) and .26 micrograms per milliliter oftocaine 

(cocaine) in the samples taken from the Suspect’s body. 


PHYSICAL EVIDENCE HELD 


Refer to Exhibit “A” pages 63 - 68 - Homicide book. 


Location of shell casings 
Refer to Exhibit *K-1" through *K-5" - photos 


Location rounds struck suspect vehicle 
Refer to Exhibit “L-1" and “L-2" - photos 


WEAPONS ‘USED BY DEPUTY PERSONNEL 


Each of the four deputy personnel that shot at the suspect during this incident 
utilized their department issued service weapon. 


WEAPONS USED BY THE SUSPECT 


A Taurus brand 9mm Luger caliber pistol. A Gunshot Residue test 
was conducted on both hands of the suspect. It was discovered that 
there were particles of gunshot residue on both hands and the 
conclusion that was reached was that the suspect “...may have 
discharged a firearm or had his hands otherwise in an environment of 

gunshot residue.” 
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PROPERTY DAMAGE 


As a result of this shooting, three rounds struck two different and separate 
items. They are: 


Two rounds struck the “Rainbow” donut shop (Exhibit “M-1" 
through “M-2" - photos). 


One round struck a “Walk/Don’t Walk” sign at the northeast corner of 
the location (Exhibit “N” - photos) 


CRIMINAL INVESTIGATORS 


Homicide Bureau Sergeant Gib Anderson and Deputy Frank Salerno. 


LIGHTING OR WEATHER CONDITIONS 


Daylight, warm, dry and cloudy. 
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